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1. Abram 

a. Abram’s Call and Sojourn in Egypt (Genesis 12: 1-20) 
 The Lord calls Abram to a leave his home to go to a land that 

He promises to give him.  This could symbolize Abram’s 
break from paganism to the one God.  

 Abram went as the Lord directed him, taking Lot, his 
nephew, and his wife Sarai and set out for Canaan. 

o In Shechem the Lord appeared to Abram and told 
him that this land will be given to Abrams 
descendants.  Abram builds an altar to the Lord.    

o In Bethel, Abram builds an altar to the Lord. 
o These altars may symbolize God’s claim over these 

pagan holy sites. 
o Abram then journeys to the Negeb. 

 Abram and Sarai in Egypt - 
o Famine struck the land, so Abram took Sarai to 

Egypt to find resources. 
o Abram’s deception to Pharaoh and the Egyptians 

that Sarai was his sister.  This will happen again in 
Genesis 20. 

o Plagues come upon Pharaoh and his household. 
o Pharaoh find out that Sarai is Abrams wife and 

sends Abram and all that belongs to him out of 
Egypt. 

b. Abram and Lot Part (Genesis 13:1 – 14:16) 
 From Egypt Abram returned to the Negeb. Lot followed 

Abram. 
 Quarrels erupt between Abrams and Lots herdsman over the 

land usage. 
 Abram and Lot split ways to prevent strife. 
 Lot took the Jordan Plain near Sodom. 
 Abram settled in Hebron. 
 Lot captured during a war between the different kingdoms. 
 Abram defeats the Kings and rescues Lot. 

c. Abram and Melchizedek (Genesis 14: 17-21) 
 Abram returned after his victory over Kings. 
 Melchizedek king of Salem (translated as king of peace), a 

priest of God the Most High, blessed Abram. 
 This is the only reference to Jerusalem and the Patriarch 

and in the Torah. 
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d. Covenant with Abram (Genesis 15: 1-21) 
 The Lord promises Abram land and descendants as 

numerous as the stars 
 Abram questions God, how can this be since he has no 

children. 
 Abram put his trust in the Lord. 
 In a dream God told Abram that his descendants will be 

aliens and slaves, in a land (Egypt) that is not theirs for 400 
years.  But the Lord will bring them out of their slavery to 
the land He gives them. 
 

2. A Covenant with God 
a. Birth of Ishmael (Genesis 16: 1-16) 

 Sarai gives her maidservant, Hagar, to Abram to give him a 
son.    

 There was dissention between Sarai and Hagar and Hagar 
ran away.   

 A messenger of the Lord came to Hagar and told her to 
return because she was pregnant with a son and will name 
him Ishmael.   

b. Covenant of Circumcision (Genesis 17: 1-27) 
 Abram renamed Abraham. 
 All males to be circumcised as a sign of the covenant. 
 Sarai renamed Sarah 
 God promised Sarah will have a son.  Abraham was 100 

years old and Sarah 90.  Abraham laughed. 
 God told Abraham that he will name his son Isaac, which 

means laughed in Hebrew.  
 Abraham, his son Ishmael, and all Abrahams slaves were 

circumcised.  
c. Abraham’s Visitors (Genesis 18: 1-15) 

 The Lord appears again to Abraham. 
 Three men approached and Abraham offers hospitality, 

water, food and rest. 
 The visitors asked where Abraham’s wife Sarah was. 
 They told Abraham that Sarah will have a son at this time 

next year. 
 Sarah laughed to herself in the tent because she thought she 

was too old to bear a child.  
 The visitor told Abraham that nothing is impossible for the 

Lord to accomplish.  
d. Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18: 16 – 19: 29) 

 The visitors set out for Sodom and Gomorrah, to evaluate the 
outcry made against them. 
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 The Lord stayed with Abraham, the other two moved on 
toward Sodom. 

 Abraham intercedes for Sodom and Gomorrah, asking if God 
would save the cities for the sake of the innocent people 
found there, negotiating with the Lord. 

 The Lord told Abraham he would spare them if he found ten 
innocent people there. 

 Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, but Lot and his family 
were saved by the messengers. 

 Lot’s wife did not follow the instructions and looked back on 
Sodom and turned into a pillar of salt. 

e. Deceptions – Lot’s Daughters and Abraham (Genesis 19: 30 – 
20: 18) 

 Lot’s Daughters Deceptions 
1. Lot and his two daughters moved into a cave. 
2. They each became pregnant with sons by their father 

Lot by deceiving him.  They thought it would be a way 
to carry on their father’s heritage.  

3. The oldest daughter’s son was named Moab, the 
ancestor of the Moabites  

4. The youngest daughter’s son was named Ammon, the 
ancestor of the Ammonites. 

 Abraham Deception  
1. At Gerar, Abraham told Abimelech the king that Sarah 

was his sister to protect him and Sarah. (Similar to the 
story in Genesis 12) 

2. God told Abimelech in a dream that Sarah was 
Abraham’s wife and that Abraham is a prophet. 

3. Abimelech restores Sarah to Abraham and access to 
all his land 

4. Abraham intercedes to God for Abimelech and health 
is restored to Abimelech. 

f. Birth of Isaac and the Covenant at Beer-Sheba (Genesis 21: 1-
34)  

 Birth of Isaac 
1. Isaac was born as God promised.  
2. Once again Hagar’s son, Ishmael, becomes a threat to 

Sarah.  Abraham sends Hagar and Ismael away.   
3. God takes care of Ishmael. 

 Covenant at Beer-Sheba 
1. Abimelech and Abraham make a pact that the well 

ceased by Abimelech’s men actually belonged to 
Abraham.   

2. Beer-Sheba is interpreted to mean “the well of the 
oath”. 

g. Abraham’s Test (Genesis 22: 1-24) 



 4

 God tells Abraham to go to the land of Moriah and offer his 
son, Isaac as a holocaust. 

 Abraham follows God’s request.  Isaac questions were the 
sheep was for the holocaust.  Abraham said God will provide. 

 Abraham has Isaac on the wood altar ready to sacrifice Isaac 
and the messenger of the Lord stopped him.  God saw that 
Abraham was willing to do as God wanted even if it meant 
giving up his only son, whom he loved. 

 God provided a ram for the sacrifice in Isaac’s place. 
 The messenger once again repeats God’s promise to make 

Abraham’s descendants as countless as the stars. 
 Abraham and Isaac returned to Beer-Sheba. 
 Abraham received news of the 12 sons of his brother Nahor.  

One of these sons, Bethuel, was the father of Rebekah. 
h. Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 23: 1 - 25: 18) 

 Sarah died at age 127 and Abraham made arrangements 
with Ephron, a Hittite to buy land as a burial ground for 
Sarah. 

 Abraham made a pact with his senior servant to go to the 
land of his kindred to get a wife for Isaac. But was not to 
take Isaac back to this land.  The servant put his hand 
under Abrahams thigh to seal the pact. Abraham feared that 
Isaac marry from the daughters of the Canaanites.  

 The servant went to Nahor, set for himself a sign to show 
that the Lord has chosen a woman as wife for Isaac. 
Rebekah was the first at the well and the Lord fulfilled the 
sign asked for by Abrahams servant. 

 Rebekah returned with the servant and Isaac and she were 
married.  

 Abraham married again and had more sons, but he deeded 
everything to Isaac. 

 Abraham died at age 175 and Isaac and Ishmael buried him 
in the cave with Sarah. 

i. Birth of Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25: 19-26) 
 Isaac and Rebekah had problems conceiving children. 
 Isaac prayed for his wife. 
 Rebekah conceived twins, who jostled and fought in her 

womb. 
 Esau was born first but Jacob came out gripping his 

brother’s heel. 
 Esau gave up his birthright to Jacob for bread and stew. 

 
 


